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wightiana (MurvaiT), Hoya viridiflora (Hiran-
dori), the sweet-scented, white-flowered
Jasminum latifolium (Kusur), Embelia
Basaal (Ambut)9 and other luxuriant creepers
and scandent shrubs. The view from it is
the most extensive and varied and the
most interesting on the hill; and hence
this green, cool, and fragrant spot is the
general resort, of an afternoon, towards
sundown, of the English families residing
during the hot season at Mahabaleshwar.
It is evergreen-wooded down to its base,
in the sweet valley of the Koyna, west of
which the rugged, craggy spurs of the
Sahyadris, stretching across the Konkan,
present an infinite diversity of picturesque
contours, spur beyond spur, without end,
toward the north and south, and only
bounded on the west by the glittering-
horizon of the Arabian Sea. It is said
that sometimes a glimpse may be obtained,
beyond the long sylvan valley of the
Nagotna river, of Bombay, 100 miles dis-
tant as the crow flies; while southward
the coast can be followed to Ratnagiri.
"In the middle ground the low saddle-
backed ridge, dipping down from Elphin-
stone Point, and forming the western
enclosure of the Koyna valley at its head,
suddenly ascends, before dipping down